


CONGRESSIONAL REPUBLICANS CHOSE TO TAKE 
A RADICAL APPROACH TO THE 2012 BUDGET 
RATHER THAN THE BALANCED APPROACH. America 
needs to create jobs, invest in our future and start “shared 
sacrifi ce” at the top to reduce our long-term defi cit. A number 
of groups on the Democratic side have come forward with 
plans and ideas for investing in jobs, education, health care, 
technology and our future while reducing the defi cit and 
going a long way toward requiring corporations and the rich 
to pay their fair share. President Obama has made clear 
he understands why Social Security and Medicare are so 
important to working people, and the union movement has 
been equally clear that we will oppose cuts to these critical 
programs—no matter who proposes them. 

The Republican Budget is Not a Defi cit 
Reduction Plan

The Republican budget is no more a defi cit reduction 
plan than Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker’s taking 
collective bargaining rights from public workers is 
a budget plan. Instead, the Republican budget is a major 
shift in income from the bottom to the top, taking funding from 
essential services for low- and middle-income working families 
and retirees and moving it to the pockets of Wall Street 
and the rich—without cutting the defi cit very much at all. 
Republicans in the states and on Capitol Hill are doing favors 
for CEOs and the wealthy who fund political campaigns—and 
working families and retirees are getting the bill.

The Republican Budget Hands Out $4.2 
Trillion in Tax Breaks

These giveaways go disproportionately to 
corporations and wealthy individuals, shifting a 
greater tax burden to the middle class. This budget 
adds more than $3 trillion in new tax cuts to the cost of 
continuing already unfair Bush-era tax breaks for the 
wealthiest Americans.

The Republican Budget Replaces Medicare 
with Vouchers and Hikes Costs for Seniors

Seniors will have to pay far more for health care 
under the Republican budget, which replaces 
Medicare with underfunded vouchers and forces 
retirees to negotiate with private insurance companies that are 

From Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
analysis of Congressional Budget Office data.

Republican Budget Would 
Double a Senior’s Health 
Care Spending [for a typical 
65-year-old in 2022 dollars)
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